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Google Earth

for the Oceans

http://earth.google.com/ocean

What is Google Earth?

Google Earth is a software program installed on your
computer that enables interactive 3-dimensional Earth
imagery and maps. You can download it from
http://earth.google.com

Google Earth lets you fly anywhere on Earth to view
satellite imagery, maps, terrain, 3D buildings, and outer
space. In February 2009 Oceans in Google Earth was
launched, enabling you to swim through the ocean and
explore its canyons, undersea volcanoes and more. You
can explore rich geographical content, save your toured
places, and share it with others.

Use Google to create "KML layers" of content on Google
Earth to contextualize and enrich the experience of users
with its content.

Unlike Google My Maps, which stores your maps on the
Internet, any placemarks or layers you create in Google
Earth are stored as files on your computer. This
information is generally very safe, because it is stored
only on your computer. For this reason, Google Earth is
good for sensitive and secret information, if you save it
to your computer and do not put it on a public website.

You can still share these maps by emailing the KML files
created in Google Earth to friends or partners. You can
also upload these KML files to public or private websites
for people to download. Just remember that if the KML
files contain sensitive and secret information, you should
only put it on websites that are password protected.

Using Google Earth for Ocean Conservation

Use Google Earth to

e Create maps of important, perhaps secret,
information for planning and internal use.

e Share maps to communicate your conservation
issues with the world, via email or by uploading it to a
website.

Examples include:

e Habitat boundaries

e Locations of illegal fishing

e Locations of spawning aggregations

e Risks to communities from climate change
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